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International Persuasive Topics:   
 

 
1. Was the recent food aid given to North Korea by the European Union (EU) a 

smart decision on behalf of the EU?   
 
 

 http://www.euractiv.com/en/global-europe/eu-send-aid-hungry-north-koreans-eating-
grass-news-506255 

 http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-world/eu-to-give-food-aid-to-north-korea-
20110704-1gyvd.html 

 http://articles.cnn.com/2011-07-04/world/north.korea.eu.aid_1_food-aid-hospitals-and-
nurseries-aid-ends?_s=PM:WORLD 

 http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/04/world/asia/04union.html 
 http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/17/business/17debt.html 

 
Ideas to keep in mind:  

 EU is having a debt crisis  
 US stopped giving aid 
 North Korea viewed as a non-mutual country to many western nations  

 
 

2. Should China continue to invest in Europe?  
 
 

 http://www.economist.com/node/18895430 
 http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-06-26/wen-says-china-is-a-long-term-investor-in-

european-debt-confident-on-euro.html 
 http://www.cnbc.com/id/43589778/Forget_Europe_China_Sending_Disturbing_Signals_Stra

tegist 
 http://www.profitableinvestingtips.com/investing-trading/chinese-investment-in-europe 

 
Ideas to keep in mind:  

 China is slowly ‘owning’ many western developed nations  
 EU countries questioning their membership  
 Fears of communist China growing too large  
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3. Should the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) continue to occupy 
Libya?  

 
 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13094480 
 http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/12/world/africa/13libya.html 
 http://www.economist.com/node/18897405 
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-14010305 

 
Ideas to keep in mind: 

 NATO having a hard time making an united decision 
 US wanting little to do with the Libyan effort 
 NATO viewed as an aggressor    

 

 
Domestic Persuasive Topics:  
 
 
 

1. Should the United States continue to hold high concerns for the drug cartel 
along the United States/ Mexico border?  

 
 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-14009246 
 http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/news/2011/07/05/zeta-drug-cartel-leader-suspected-

killing-us-customs-agent-captured/ 
 http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2011/07/01/ap/latinamerica/main20076278.shtml 
 http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Americas/2011/0622/Mexico-s-most-powerful-drug-

cartels/Sinaloa-Federation 

 
Ideas to keep in mind:  

 Some of the large cartels have been captured  
 The United States’ continues to fund large amounts of aid to Mexico at a time of financial 

crisis 
 A spillover cartel affect has occurred along the US/Mexican border  
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2. Should the United States stop investing in The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA)? 

 
 

 http://www.economist.com/node/18897978 
 http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,2081113,00.html 
 http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/nasa-shuttle-launch-us-space-dominance-

end/story?id=13612739 
 http://news.yahoo.com/florida-end-space-shuttle-program-hits-hard-203749353.html 

 

Ideas to keep in mind:  
 Job losses will occur  
 Space dominance will end 
 High cost of NASA maintenance hinders US during tough economic times  

 
3. What is the best plan of action for the United States to get out of its current 

financial crisis?  
 
 

 http://www.economist.com/node/18897489 
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-14034825 
 http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/The-Vote/2011/0705/Can-President-Obama-

just-ignore-the-debt-limit 
 http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/07/05/us-usa-debt-deal-idUSTRE7640O620110705 

 
Ideas to keep in mind:  

 Raising taxes could hurt the purchasing power of the middle class 
 If action is not taken the US dollar could continue to fall  
 Cutting social programs could hurt those that it helps 
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International Informative Topics: 
 
 
 

1. What is the current economic status of Spain?   
 
 

 http://old.news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20110619/bs_afp/spainpoliticsprotest 
 http://www.newser.com/article/d9nv5o2o1/spaniards-march-in-several-cities-to-protest-

high-unemployment-political-leadership.html 
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-13867158 
 http://www.economist.com/node/18744055 

 
Things to keep in mind:  

 Spanish crisis is being compared to Argentine crisis in the early 2000’s  
 Spain is part of the PIGS (Portugal, Ireland, Greece and Spain) of Europe. These countries 

bring the Euro currency down 
 High unemployment is causing Spanish emigration 

 
 

2. How is Japanese economy dealing with the aftermath of the Tsunami in March 
of 2011? 

 
 

 http://www.ibtimes.com/articles/169637/20110626/japan-and-the-delay-to-pre-tsunami-
production-capability.htm 

 http://www.usatoday.com/money/world/2011-07-01-japan-economy-tsunami-
earthquake_n.htm?csp=34news 

 http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304803104576425304150032670.html 
 http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/09/world/asia/09japan.html 

 
Things to keep in mind:  

 Will Japan’s continuing economic struggles give rise to China being the sole economy of 
Asia? 

 Slow production will not help Japan’s falling economy  
 How many recessions can a nation have in one decade? 
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3. What are the current actions being taken in regards to burka’s in Australia?   
 
 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-14025386 
 http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2010/05/07/2892951.htm 
 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/australiaandthepacific/australia/8591572/

Australia-considers-fingerprinting-women-in-burkas.html 

 
Things to keep in mind:  

 Is this an invasion between church and state? 
 Is finger printing giving leeway to just one minority group?   
 What did France do to combat this problem?  

 
 
 
Domestic Informative Topics:  
 
 
 

1. What is the current stance on the healthcare appeal case?  
 
 

 http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-06-29/obama-administration-health-care-law-
upheld-by-u-s-appeals-court-panel.html 

 http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/appeals-court-upholds-health-care-laws-
individual-mandate/2011/06/29/AGXR6RrH_story.html 

 http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/08/us-usa-healthcare-arguments-factbox-
idUSTRE7577C920110608 

 
Things to keep in mind:  

 Does the federal government hold the obligation? 
 Does the supreme court hold a bias opinion? 
 Would a private system work better? 
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2. Who are the likely Republican candidates for the 2012 elections?  

 
 

 http://articles.latimes.com/2011/jun/13/nation/la-na-new-hampshire-debate-20110613 
 

Things to keep in mind:  
 Republican controlled house 
 Obama being the likely democratic nominee-his political capital  
 Tea party candidates  

 

 
3. What is the current state of California’s economy?  

 
 

 http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2011/0705/California-budget-A-sign-that-the-
Golden-State-is-finally-on-the-right-track 

 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/17/california-jobs_n_879319.html 
 http://articles.latimes.com/2011/jun/15/business/la-fi-econ-forecast-20110615 

 
Things to keep in mind:  

 Was once one of the largest GDP economies of the world  
 Many of California’s famous social programs have been taken away. What is the effect? 
 California has a huge housing slump  
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