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Reading List for 2009-2010 UIL Academic Social Studies Contest
2009-2010 Topic: A Nation Divided: The U.S. Civil War and Reconstruction

Primary Reading Selection: The Civil War by Bruce Catton
Supplemental Resource Documents:

Presidential Biographies limited to information on the following link:
www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents

(T)Franklin Pierce (4) Andrew Johnson
(Z)James Buchanan (5) Ulysses Grant
(3)JAbraham Lincoln (6) Rutherford Hayes

Inaugural Addresses (including intro. Commentary) from the following:
www.bartleby.com/ 124

James Buchanan

Abraham Lincoln (1st and 2™

Ulysses Grant (1% and 2™)

Rutherford Hayes

Amendments 13, 14, and 14
Missouri Compromise
Kansas-Nebraska Act
Compromise of 1850
Declarations of Secession from Georgia, Texas, and Mississippi
Constitution of the Confederate States of America
Emancipation Proclamation
Fugitive Slave Act
General Knowledge Resources:

The History Place Website / Timeline with additional links to related terms and concepts
www.historyplace.com/civilwar/index.ntmil

Information related to the Civil War from the History Channel Website
www.history.com/content/civilwar

U.S. Military Academy maps of the Civil War
wWWW.dean.usma.edu/history/web03/atlases/american_civil_ war/index.htm
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The American Civil War Homepage
http.//sunsite.utk.edu/civil-war,

National Parks Service Civil War website
http://cwar.nps.gov/civilwar/civilwar.ntm

Military History Encyclopedia on the Web
wWwWw.historyofwar.org/subject american_civil_ war.html#wars

The Civil War Homepage
http://\WwWWw.Civil-war.net

Multiple links of valuable information
http://www.viib.us/eras/civil_war.html

Helpful suggestions for research
http.//www.loc.gov/rr/main/uscw._rec links/tips.ntml
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Timeline of Pivotal Events of the Civil War

November 6, 1860 - President Abraham Lincoln is elected president after receiving 180 electoral votes and
around 40% of the popular vote.

December 20, 1860 - South Carolina secedes from the Union

January 9, 186 1- Mississippi secedes from the Union

January 10, 1861- Florida secedes from the Union

January 19186 1- Georgia secedes from the Union

January 26, 186 1- Louisiana secedes from the Union

February 9, 1861 — The Confederate States of America is formed and Jefferson Davis is elected President
March 4, 186 1- Lincoln’s first inauguration

April 12, 1861- Confederate Gen. Beauregard attacks Ft. Sumter in Charleston, SC starting the Civil War
April 14, 1861- Ft. Sumter is captured by the Confederates

April 17, 1861- Virginia secedes from the Union

April 19, 1861- President Lincoln orders the blockade of all Southern ports

May 6 186 1- Arkansas secedes from the Union

May 7, 1861 — Tennessee forms an alliance with the Confederacy

May 20, 186 1- North Carolina secedes from the Union and Kentucky claims neutrality

July 21, 186 1- Union general, Irvin McDowell is defeated at Bull Run

July 27, 1861- Lincoln appoints Gen. George McClellan as Commander of the Army of the Potomac
Novemberl, 186 1- McClellan appointed generalin-chief of all Union forces

November 8, 186 1- The beginning of the Trent Affair

February 6-16, 1862-Union Gen. Ulysses Grant captures Ft. Henry and Ft. Donelson in Tennessee
March 8-9, 1862- Battle of the Monitor and Merrimac ends in a draw

March, 1862- McClellan’s Peninsular Campaign begins

April 6-7, 1862- Union Gen. Grant loses the Battle of Shiloh

April 24, 1862- Union Flag Officer Farragut takes New Orleans
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June 1, 1862- Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee assumes command of the Army of Northern Virginia
June 25-July 1, 1862 - The Seven Days Battles where Lee forced McClellan to retreat towards D.C.
July 11, 1862- Gen. Henry Halleck takes the position of general-in-chief of Union forces

August 29-30,1862 - Union Gen. John Pope is defeated by Confederate generals Longstreet and Jackson
At the Second Battle of Bull Run

September 1862- Gen. Lee invades the North

September 17, 1862 - The Battle of Antietam is fought and won by Union Gen. McClellan causing Lee to
retreat to VA.

November 7, 1862- Union Gen. Ambrose Burnside replaces Gen. McClellan as head of the Army of the
Potomac

December 13, 1862- The Army of the Potomac is defeated at Fredericksburg, VA

January 1, 1863- President Lincoln issues Emancipation Proclamation

January 25, 1863- Gen. Joseph Hooker replaces Gen. Burnside as commander of the Army of the Potomac
January 29, 1863- Gen. Grant assumes control of the Union Army of the West with orders to take Vicksburg
March 3, 1863- US Congress enacts a draft

May 1-4, 1863 — Union Gen. Hooker is defeated by Lee at the Battle of Chancellorsville in VA. General
Stonewall Jackson is fatally wounded

June 3, 1863- Lee launches a second invasion of the North

June 28, 1863 - Lincoln appoints Gen. Meade as commander of the Army of the Potomac
July 1-3, 1863 - Confederate forces lose the Battle of Gettysburg

July 4, 1863 - Vicksburg, MS surrenders to Gen. Grant

September 19-20, 1863 —Gen Bragg of the Confederate forces defeats Gen. Rosecrans and his Army of the
Cumberland at the Battle of Chickamauga, TN

October 16, 1863 -Gen. Grant is appointed head of all operation in the west
November 19, 1863- Gettysburg Address
November 23-25, 1863 — Gen. Grant defeats Gen. Bragg at Chattanooga, TN lifting the siege

March 9, 1864- Grant is appointed as commander of all armies of the US, Gen. William Sherman takes
Command in the West
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May 4, 1864- Coordinated operations begin for all Union armies in order to finish the war

June 15, 1864- The beginning of the siege Petersburg VA by Union forces

September 2, 1864 — Atlanta is captured after Gen. Sherman defeated Gen. Hood at the Battle of Atlanta
November 8, 1864 — Abraham Lincoln re-elected with 55% of the popular vote and 212 electoral votes
November 15, 1864 — Gen. Sherman begins his March to the Sea

December 15-16, 1864 — Gen Hood's army is defeated at Nashville by Union Gen. George Thomas taking
The Army of Tennessee out of the war

December 21, 1864- Sherman reaches Savannah, GA

January 31, 1865 — Congress approves the 13" Amendment which abolished slavery

March 4, 1865- Lincoln inaugurated to 2" term

April 2, 1865- Gen. Grant forces Lee to retreat from Petersburg and Richmond

April 9, 1865- Gen. Robert E. Lee surrenders to Gen. Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Court House, VA
April 14, 1865- Lee is shot at Ford theatre by John Wilkes Booth

April 15, 1865- President Lincoln dies. VP Andrew Johnson takes the presidency

April 18, 1865- Gen, Johnston surrenders to Gen. Sherman in North Carolina

May, 1865- Remaining Confederate forces surrender

December 6, 1865- Slavery is abolished with the ratification of the 13" Amendment
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Reading Notes — Chapter I: “A House Divided”

+* GLANCE AT 1860 AMERICA : “AGE OF INNOCENCE”
+Most lived in rural areas (farms) or in small towns
+Standards of living had increased from that of Colonial America
+Many believed their own personal fortunes would improve
+The domestic product (corn, wheat, cotton, wood) were worth more than its manufacturing
output.
+ EVOLUTION OF CONFLICT
+The Industrial Revolution led the charge towards an expansion of factory production
+Reaction to the Industrial Revolution created two different societies

NORTH SOUTH
Manufacturing based economy Agrarian-based economy
Slavery abandoned Most lived on farms, in country
Factory System Slavery, key to economy

< 1860- CIVIL WAR BEGINS

% BLAST FROM THE PAST: THE ISSUES OF SLAVERY AND CENTRALIZED GOVERNMENT

SLAVTERY

+Slavery was not originally an issue (it had existed in all faucets of colonial life

+Slavery died out in the North due to a lack of economic incentive. The South, with a more
agrarian society had a larger economic incentive to continue chattel slavery.

+1793- Eli Whitney invented the Cotton Gin

+King Cotton emerged as the South’s main item of trade representing approx. 57% of total
US exports in 1860.

+4 million slaves in the South

+William Lloyd Garrison- New Englander who denounced slavery as a sin and professed slave
owners as sinners which angered many Southerners

+James G. Birney and Theodore Weld- Western Abolitionists who led to an increased resentment
by Southern slave owners

+Economic pressures and resentment of abolitionist antagonism led the South to bind itself to

slavery
emitraliasel Covermment

+The North with its expanding industrial base and flood of new immigrants demanded all kinds of
aid and protections from the federal government.

+The South with little immigration and little need for protection from European markets desired
as little control from the federal government as possible (i.e. States’ Rights)

* The only issue that couldn’t be resolved through politicking was slavery, and this issue alone
prevented any compromises, and ultimately led the nation towards Civil War.

% ATTEMPTS AT COMPROMISE

Missouri Compromise (1820) Compromise of 1850
Missouri admitted as slave state, CA admitted as free state, territories
however no new slave states were |::> of NM and UT were created, slave

allowed north of the southern trade in D.C. abolished, and stiffer acts
parallel of Missouri to govern the returns of fugitive slaves

2009-2010 Social Studies: A Nation Divided Page 9



Fugitive Slave Act
Aroused anti-slavery sentiments, caused an

expansion of the Underground Railroad

U

Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)
Introduced by Senator Stephen Douglass (D-IL), dealt with the transcontinental RR.
The North wanted it to be in the country west of lowa and Missouri while the South
wanted the railroad to go through Texas and New Mexico. In order to promote
compromise, Douglass place to 2 provisions in the act: (1) popular sovereignty (2)
repeal Missouri Compromise

Passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act threw Kansas into open settlement leading to
bloodshed between pro-slavery and anti-slavery groups (ex. Settlement of Lawrence
sacked by pro-slavery mob. John Brown murdered 5 Southerners at Pottawatomie
Creek in retaliation). Whenever votes were held to determine if Kansas was going to
be a free or slave state either side claimed the votes were rigged.

+* THE SUPREME COURT: DRED SCOTT CASE
+In 1875, Dred Scott, a slave, sued for his freedom. His plea was denied on the grounds that
Scott was not a person but rather property and therefore had no rights as a citizen. The ruling
of the Dred Scott case also ruled that the acts by which Congress had prohibited slavery in the
North were invalid due to the protection of slavery in the Constitution.
+** LINCOLN ON THE SCENE
+1858, Lincoln ran against Stephen Douglass for Douglass’ Senate seat however Lincoln lost.
1 Lincoln-Douglass Debates- argued slavery and Kansas-Nebraska Act, also rose the question, “Was
there any lawful way in which the people of a territory could exclude slavery?”.....Douglass’ answer led
to the growth of a split in the Dem. Party

+* 1850s: THE TORMENTING DECADE
+Panic of 1857 left a business depression as well as an increased pressure to increase tariffs
and a homestead act, nether or which occurred (No tariff increases and Homestead Act vetoed
by Buchanan)
¢ RAID IN HARPER’S FERRY ON OCTOBER 16, 1859 LED BY JOHN BROWN
++» ELECTION OF 1860

CD (D
Republican (Lincoln) Northern Dems (Douglass)

Revision of tariffs, free Southern Dems (Brekenridge)

farms in the West, RR 4" Party (John Bell)

subsidies

WINNER )
/
/
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